Ronald Holden

WRITER, EDITOR, P.R. & COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT

“Crisp, Crunchy Words Typed Fresh Daily”

FREELANCE, CONTRACT & CONSULTING ASSIGNMENTS

* Cornichon Communications, 2002-present 

Marketing communications for small-business clients, contracts for media relations & PR, corporate responsibility. Consultant to restaurants, travel companies, start-up food service entrepreneurs, wineries. Ongoing assignments from Seattle-based PR firms for restaurant press releases. Speech writer/ghost writer for senior executives of major corporations & trade associations. 

* Blogged tasting notes & culinary dispatches: http://Cornichon.org 

STAFF ASSIGNMENTS

* Château Ste. Michelle, 1989-1991

Created & developed all internal and external marketing & communications materials for growing portfolio of brands. Designed & implemented wine education & hospitality training for headquarters staff and nationwide sales organization

* Weyerhaeuser Company, 1979-1981

Corporate-level community & media relations. Communications director for independent business units. Public affairs advisor to Weyerhaeuser Company Foundation. 

TRAVEL & HOSPITALITY EXECUTIVE
* France In Your Glass www.inyourglass.com, 1986-2003

Founder & president of internationally-acclaimed luxury travel company specializing in French wine, food & culture. Personally designed, marketed & operated trips to wine country destinations for small groups. Recruited & managed network of world-famous wine authorities who hosted over 20 scheduled departures per year. Private invitations at leading vineyards in Bordeaux, Burgundy, Champagne, Alsace, Rhone.

JOURNALISM
Writer, editor, broadcaster, prior to 1980

* Seattle Weekly, Seattle, Wash. Executive Editor

Editorial responsibility for weekly publication. Business & media writer, columnist, restaurant reviewer, special sections editor; hired & supervised freelance talent

* WJZ Television, Baltimore, Md., News Director

* KING Television, Seattle, Wash.,  Executive News Producer

* KGW Television, Portland, Ore., News anchor

PUBLICATIONS

Author & publisher of five guidebooks to the wineries, restaurants & lodging of Washington and Oregon wine country: 

* Northwest Wine Country, 1989. Named Wine Guidebook of the Year by Travel Publishing News
* Touring the Wine Country of Washington (1985) and Touring the Wine Country of Oregon (1987), named as best vineyard guides by The New York Times
Contributor: Washington Magazine wine editor, Syndicated wine columns, Spokane Spokesman-Review, Eugene Register Guard, Vancouver Columbian, Salem Statesman-Journal, international edition of France-Amérique.

EDUCATION

* Yale University, BA (English Honors). Senior Editor & columnist, Yale Daily News

* College Calvin, Geneva, Switzerland, French-language academy

* Portland State University, German-language graduate program: teaching assistant

COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIPS

Founding Board Member, French American Chamber of Commerce of Seattle

Governor's Tourism Promotion Task Force, 1985-86

Mayor's Task Force on Small Business [Seattle], 1996-1998

Washington Wine Institute, founding chairman

Culinary arts advisor, Edmonds Community College,1989-91; South Seattle Comm. College, 1985-1988

International Wine & Food Society, Secretary-Treasurer, Seattle Branch

HONORS 

Sigma Delta Chi award for magazine writing (Washington Magazine) 

Major wine fraternities: Chevalier de la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, Confrérerie des Chevaliers du Tastevin (Burgundy), Commandeur du Bontemps du Médoc et des Graves (Bordeaux)

Governor's Award for Outstanding Service to the Oregon wine industry

PERSONAL

US citizen

Native fluency in French and German 

2600 Second Avenue #309

Seattle, WA 98121-1228

Tel: 206-770-9567

Fax: 206-577-9977

ronald@inyourglass.com
